

POST FESTIVAL ACTIVITY

WATER SAVERS
Theme:  Water Conservation
Activity Overview:  Students will conduct an audit of their family’s water usage.  They will use that information to compare it to how much water and money they could save using water conservation strategies.
Key Messages/Big Ideas:

· A household water audit is an assessment of how much water is used and how much water can be saved in a home.  This can help a family save money by reducing their water bill and help them become more environmental conscious of water quantity issues.  
· In Canada, we each use 340L of water each day.  Canadians rank second in the world in water usage, next only to Americans.
· There are many easy changes that can be made around a home that change cut a families water usage by as much as 30% by implementing simple conservation measures and without drastically modifying their lifestyle.
Materials:

· Home Water Use Audit (one per student)
· 2 litre pop bottle

Background Information:
A household water audit is an assessment of how much water is used and how much water can be saved in a home.  Conducting a water audit involves calculating water use and identifying simple ways for saving water in the home.  Conducting a water audit helps people become aware of their water use and help identify ways to minimize water use by implementing water conservation measures.  This can help a family save money by reducing their water bill and help them become more environmental conscious of water quantity issues.  
Canadians use a lot of water.  In fact they use 340 litres per day.  Canada ranks second in the world for urban domestic water use per capita.  The only country in the world that uses more water is the United States with the average person using 400-450 litres per day.  
Canadians need to find ways to conserve water.  In Europe where people live like we do, they each use only 140 litres of water per day compared to our 340 litre per day.  Our water supply is not endless.  Only 3% of the water on earth is fresh; of that only 0.01% is readily available for drinking, the rest is locked away in Polar ice caps or buried underground.  All living things require water to survive.  Clean water is a precious resource that we all must protect.  It isn’t hard to protect water resources.  There are many easy changes that can be made around a home that change cut a families water usage by as much as 30% by implementing simple conservation measures and without drastically modifying their lifestyle such as:
-installing low flow showerheads and toilets

-taking shorter showers and only filling baths ½ full 

-turning off the tap while brushing teeth

-keeping a jug of water in the fridge instead of running the tap to get cold water

-turn the tap off while handwashing

-using water saving appliances for washing clothes and dishwashers and only running them when they are full

-using a bucket instead of running water through a hose to wash the car

-collecting rain water for watering plants or only watering early in the morning or late in the evening to avoid evaporation
Procedure (What Will I Be Doing?):

1.  Show students a 2 litre bottle of water and ask how many of these filled with water do Canadians use each day?  Canadians use 340 litres each day! That is 170 pop bottles filled!  Discuss with students why we use so much water when Europeans living our same lifestyle use less than half the amount.  Ask students if they feel we should start conserving our water and protecting our water resources. (less than 0.01% of fresh water in world)
2.  Brainstorm with students the many ways around the home we use water (bathing, washing clothes and dishes, watering plants, etc).
3.  Explain to students that they are going to conduct an audit (survey) of how water is used in their home.  Hand out the sheet and explain the 9 categories that they will observe and record information on (flushing toilet, taking a shower, taking a bath etc.).  Explain to students that they need to count each of the activities occurrences over the period of one day.
4.  After the data is collected as a homework assignment, have students complete the calculations to determine how much water as a family they used in a day, how much they would have saved using water conservation practices, and how much money they would save that could be used for other things.

Wrap Up/Recall with Students:

1.  Have students complete ‘Water Pledge’ activity where they make their own pledges to change their lifestyle to protect water resources.  
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